the female slave regarded ministration of this kind as a normal part of her service. It does not seem likely that Augustine's mistress was a slave; though he tells us nothing of her beyond the facts of her introduction to his home and dismissal from it, after a faithful attachment of fourteen years, that he might marry one who seems to have been richer. Finally, to put a term to this very necessary examination, it must be noted that Augustine blames his parents at this period for not" marrying him (a matter which concerned parents rather than the marriageable parties in ancient Rome) at once, and saving him from disorder. They were, he complains, too eager for his advancement in the schools. Probably, too, Monica found some consolation in the current Christian phrase : { He is not baptized yet.'
In the meantime, Augustine was making good progress in his studies. He does not hesitate to tell us that he was distinguished for an excellent memory and an unusual penetration for his age. And as, with his advance in rhetoric, he entered upon a more systematic study of the.
